MARLOWE                             99

Edward's devotion to his favourites, whom he
frankly preferred to his queen, was the cause of his
fall. The favourites gave him bad advice, leading him
to offend the powerful nobles : Isabella, jealous, found
favourites of her own, and plotted against her hus-
band. It is in vain for the Earl of Lancaster to plead :

My lord, why do you thus incense your peers,
That naturally would love and honour you,
But for that base and obscure Gaveston ?

Edward, deep in folly, sends his favourite's enemy,
the Bishop of Coventry, to the Tower, and allows
Gaveston to seize his goods. Thus, in a couple of swift
scenes, we see him estrange both the nobles and the
'vChurch. A few minutes later, Isabella comes in.

YOUNG MORTIMER : Madam, whither walks your majesty
so fast ?

QUEEN ISABELLA : Unto the forest, gentle Mortimer,
To live in grief and baleful discontent;
For now my lord the king regards me not,
And, when I come, he frowns, as who should say
" Go whither thou wilt, seeing I have Gaveston,"

The nobles combine, and force Edward to banish
Gaveston. He is heartbroken. Isabella, hoping to re-
gain his love, brings him the news that Gaveston is
recalled. Gaveston returns, but makes more mischief,
and finally the nobles put him to death. Edward
swears to be revenged, but the power is quickly taken
from his hands. He is deposed, imprisoned, and sub-
jected to every sort of indignity. Yet his spirit remains
firm, amazing his gaolers.